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man, always an Englishman, and often a humane man;
but this new mill-lord was often a plutocrat, always
a shrewd man of business, and generally one who
reckoned his operatives as mill-hands, and never troubled
himself about their heads or their hearts. Thus, instead
of a sudden realisation of benefit the people found
themselves worse off than ever, lower wages, new and
oppressive poor-laws, no voice in the law-making, and
quite at the mercy, wherever they possessed the limited
franchise, of the will of their masters. Little was it to
be wondered at, therefore, that in the seven years follow-
ing reform they should have grown more and more
discontented, and that, borrowing from their old Whig
leaders the lesson of force so successfully set by those
chiefs, they should have everywhere formed themselves
into an association prepared to pass the bounds of peace-
ful agitation in support of their demand for manhood
suffrage, the ballot, and short parliaments. All these
principles of Chartism Charles Napier well knew long
before he accepted the northern command, but of the
actual starvation and abject misery of the lower orders
in the great manufacturing towns he knew little; and
side by side with his military movements and plans in
case of attack we find him from the first equally busy
in the study of the state of the people, and equally
urgent in his representations to the Government, that
while lie would answer for the order and peace of the
moment, they must initiate and carry out the legislation
which would permanently relieve, if it could not cure,
this deep distress and widespread suffering.

It is wonderful to mark in his letters, reports, and
journals how quickly he has mastered the complicated